
A city on the road to sustainable development
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Vitoria-Gasteiz, 2012, building bridges.
Vitoria-Gasteiz. Beyond the Green Capital.



Strategic location.



A medium-sized city.

It is the capital of the Basque Country

240,580 inhabitants y 276.81 km2.

A city surrounded by an extensive natural rural area. 63 small villages



A city that coexists in harmony with its environment.

11,000 ha of forested areas (1/3 of the surface area of the municipality)

Extensive rural area of high agricultural value.

4 “Natura 2000” Network spaces + a “Ramsar” wetland

Extensive network of traditional tracks and pathways



A snapshot of the city.  



A green city.

1/3 of urban surface area are public green areas. 45 m2 per inhabitant

600 ha Green Belt.

100% of the population lives less than 300 m from green spaces.

33 km of urban pathways.

90 km of bicycle and pedestrian routes in the Green belt.



The Green Belt



A compact, diverse city.
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46 homes/ha.

101.51 inhabitant/ha.

A city where everything is at hand, accessible on foot and by bicycle.



Taking care of the heritage
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Heritage as economic resource

Medieval centre rehabilitation. Walls and Cathedral. 3 “Europa Nostra” Awards. 

Landscape is a cultural and environmental value



A socially cohesive city.
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Network of Civic 
Centres.

Social insertion and 
integration 
programmes.

Government subsidised 
housing.



A committed city.
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A history of …

Political agreement.
Technical promotion.
Citizen participation.

… a process spanning more than 30 years……..



Vitoria-Gasteiz, European Green Capital 2012.



Vitoria-Gasteiz, 2012, building bridges.

A medium-size city as a reference model for 84% of the population of Europe.

A year for experiencing and sharing its environmental challenges and undertakings 
with Europe and the rest of the world



Vitoria-Gasteiz. Beyond the Green Capital. 
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A compact, pedestrian scale city until recent growth 
and latest urban developments.

A COMPACT CITY,
Pedestrian scale until recent growth and latest urban developments.



More city in a city. 

General Urban Plan of the city.

Renewal of the medieval centre.

Urban regeneration.



+ 50 year old

30 - 50 year old

Urban regeneration.



Sustainable Mobility and Public Space Plan (SUMP).

New bus network

Tramway

Electrical vehicle car-sharing 
and charging stations.



We have succeeded in reversing the rising trend in private car use, raising the 
pedestrian share to 2002 levels and increasing the use of bicycle.

Main figures after 5 years of SUMP.



The joint efforts of SUMP and the Plan Against Climate 
Change are achieving a significant reduction in emissions, 
commitment assumed by signing the European Covenant of 
Mayors.

Plan Against Climate Change Target in 2020: -25 %

Evolution of GHG emissions. 



How to become a Carbon Neutral City by 2050?

BaU 2020 Maximum efficiency

Mobility Service Municipal    Residential Public Waste Hydrologic Primary
buildings buildings buildings space treatment cycle



Experts warn of the need for a global change of habits and
understand the development for the survival of mankind

We have to live better with less.



jiarriba@vitoria-gasteiz.org
www.vitoria-gasteiz.org

Thank you!


