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WELCOME TO 
 THE BASQUE 

COUNTRY 
Welcome to the Basque Country, a 
Country between Spain and France. It 
has 20,664km² surface and 3,007,661 
inhabitants more or less. The people 
in the Basque Country are called 
“Euskaldun” and the language is 
“Euskara”. 

 
There are seven provinces in the 
Basque Country: Araba, Bizkaia, 
Gipuzkoa, Nafarroa Garaia, Lapurdi, 
Nafarroa Behera and Zuberoa. 
Politically, Lapurdi, Nafarroa Behera 
and Zuberoa are in France; whereas 
Araba, Bizkaia, Gipuzkoa and 
Nafarroa Garaia in Spain, but all the 
peoplpe who consider themselves 
“euskaldun” don´t feel they are from 
Spain or from France. 

 
The geography is very different in 
each province. There are a lot of 
mountains, valleys, lowlands in a small 
surface and there is also a coast in the 
north. 

SYMBOLS 
The flag is the “Ikurriña”. It is red, green and 
white and it was created in 1894. There are more 
symbols too, like the “Arrano Beltza”, “Zazpiak 
Bat” and the “Lauburu”. The “Arrano Beltza” is a 
very old Basque and Navarre symbol which 
shows a black eagle with a yellow background. 
“Zazpiak Bat” is a symbol that demands the union 
of the seven provinces of the Basque Country. 
The “Lauburu” is another old symbol, it is like a 
cross but the corners are rounded.  

ARAIA 

Araia is a town in Araba. It is a small town with 
1,700 inhabitants placed in the municipality of 
Asparrena. Araia is in the lowland of Araba but 
it is between mountains. On the North there is 
the range of “Altzania” with the most important 
mountain in the zone, called “Aratz”, and 
another one called “Umandia”. On the South it 
is the “Ballo” mountain. There are more 
mountains near Araia too, like the “Aitzgorri”. 
There is a small river too, the “Zirauntza”. 
Near this small town, there are two beautiful 
places: the cave of “La lece” and the beginning of 
the “Zirauntza” river, called “El nacedero”. In 
my opinion, these are two places that are worth 
a visit.  

ACTIVITIES 

There is a place where young people 
go, the “Gaztetxe”. We organize 
concerts and cultural activities there. 
It is like a youth centre. 
In summer, every August, a Festival 
of Humor is held in Araia. This year 
was the 17th year, and it is really a 
wonderful week. People from a lot 
of places come to Araia and the 
town is very busy.  
In Araia there are a lot of activities 
that everybody can enjoy. Age is not 
a problem. In the school there is a 
parents’ association and they 
organize activities for the pupils. 
These activities are drawing, 
computer science, art and drafts, 
moderns dancing, Kun-fu, Wu-shu, 
basketball, football, gymnastics… 
The town hall organizes activities for 
the young people too. You can do 
aerobics, cardio music mix (a mix 
with aerobics, steps, cardio and 
dance), pilates, fitness, football… 
There are also activities for adults 
which change every term. At the 
moment they are taking a course on 
mashrooms. 


