
Fairtrade isn’t just for Fairtrade Fortnight, it’s for life! Here’s

the essential lowdown on how your school can work towards

gaining Fairtrade School accreditation.

•Get talkingFirst, set up a steering group with representatives from around the

school; include children, parents, teaching and support staff. This will be

the real driving force in achieving and maintaining Fairtrade status.

•Make it official
Write and present a whole-school Fairtrade policy to the governing body

for discussion and inclusion in the school development plan. Explore ways

of using and selling Fairtrade products where possible.

•Find out more
Educate the whole school community about Fairtrade issues using

curriculum-based lessons and wider learning activities! Discuss Fairtrade

as part of RE and PSHCE and the wider curriculum, encouraging critical

thinking around issues. Get creative with assemblies, drama workshops

and Fairtrade displays: a great way to share your children's work and a

brilliant tool for educating visitors to your school.

•Shout about it!
Commitment! You've already shown you've got bags of it, now

spread the news to your local community. Encourage your local

shops to stock Fairtrade, celebrate Fairtrade fortnight – and

remember Fairtrade is more than choosing a different

brand of coffee when you're at the shops,

it's about people's lives.

•Maintain it!
Become a Fairtrade school. For further information

and activities visit www.cafod.org.uk/primary and

www.fairtradeschools.net

MATHS, LITERACY AND ICT

Shop ‘til you drop!
This maths activity is all
about understanding
‘Purchasing power’.

• To start, ask the class to
brainstorm the names of all the different
chocolates they know. How many are Fairtrade?

• Then ask the children to bring in the
wrapper from their favourite chocolate bar.
Use the wrappers to make a giant bar chart
of different brands. This will help the
children to focus in on the class/school’s
favourite top two brands. (Use data-
handling software or spreadsheets for
recording results to add an ICT element).

• Then the children can write persuasive
letters to the companies that produce
their favourite choccies to explain why
the company should go Fairtrade or the
children will go elsewhere!

ICT

‘You are not making a gift of what is yours to the poor person,
but you are giving them back what is theirs’. ST. AMBROSE

What did St. Ambrose mean when he said this?

Ask the children to think about what they have learnt about Fairtrade
and to write a prayer or reflection for all the farmers, producers,
growers and workers so that they continue to get a fair share.

Be an ICT whiz and find out more about
Fairtrade by visiting these great websites:

www.cafod.org.uk/kidzzone
www.cafod.org.uk
www.fairtrade.org.uk
www.dubble.co.uk
www.co-opfairtrade.co.uk
Use your knowledge to create a
Fairtrade A to Z Factbook.

CITIZENSHIP

Invite the local community!
Have a Fairtrade coffee morning for the children’s families. Serve
Fairtrade tea and coffee with yummy Fairtrade cakes that the
children have baked.

You could also set up a Fairtrade taste test. Can you tell the
difference between a Fairtrade banana and one that isn’t fairly
traded? Well, of course the Fairtrade one tastes better and what’s
more it is better because it helps farmers and producers invest in
community projects like health care, education and clean water.

Even if you never manage this one with
your class I’d recommend it highly!

You will need:

Fairtrade bananas, Fairtrade chocolate,
cocktail sticks, greaseproof paper.

• Melt the Fairtrade chocolate in a bowl
over a pan of simmering water.

• Cut the banana into thirds and put a
cocktail stick into one end.

• Dip the banana into the melted chocolate.

• Place the choco, banana lollies on a tray
lined with greaseproof paper and pop
them into the fridge.

•Wait a while for the chocolate to harden
then eat and enjoy!

INVITE CAFOD TO YOUR SCHOOL
HAVE A FAIRTRADE ASSEMBLY

Spread the word
CAFOD schools team members can
present assemblies and work with
class groups. Contact your local
CAFOD diocesan office to arrange a
visit. Or why not download the
assembly ‘A fair price for our coffee’,
available from our website at
www.cafod.org.uk/primary

Romero Close, Stockwell Road, London SW9 9TY
Tel: 020 7733 7900 Fax: 020 7274 9630

www.cafod.org.uk

Registered charity no. 285776

MATHS, LITERACY AND ICT

LITERACY, DT AND SCIENCE

CITIZENSHIP

ICT

RE

Play the banana-split game
Download the banana-split game from
www.cafod.org.uk/primary to help your
children understand what happens to a
banana before it reaches the shops.

CAFOD is not responsible for the content of external websites.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

See reverse of poster for more ideas. Find out how to make
your school a Fairtrade school.
INCLUDES:
Poster
Fairtrade mini-book to make and keep
Curriculum activities
Stories from Fairtrade producers

A PRIMARY SCHOOL RESOURCE
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Learning about Fairtrade issues is an extremely
powerful way for children to find out about what
goes on in the world. As the children hear stories of
producers around the globe, they will learn how
their choices can support and make a real difference
to people’s lives.

Why do we have Fairtrade?
All around the world, millions of producers count on
selling their crops and products to earn enough money to
survive. But it can be a risky business. If the price drops in
the world market, it can spell disaster.

The producers need to earn enough money to run their farms
and co-operatives. If they don’t, they can face real hardship
– struggling to buy food or to keep their children in school.
Ultimately they may lose their land and their livelihood.

Fairtrade is a promise or guarantee
to producers that they will get a fair
and steady price for their products.
Producers know that they can cover the costs of
production and it enables them to support their
families and begin to invest in the future.

How does the Fairtrade mark work?
The Fairtrade mark is an independent stamp of approval
awarded by the Fairtrade Foundation to products which
meet international Fairtrade standards. The mark, which
appears on over 2,000 products in the UK, is a guarantee
that disadvantaged producers are getting a better deal
for their goods.

Why does Fairtrade matter to you?
Buying Fairtrade products is about using your power as a
consumer to make the world a fairer place. Fairtrade
shows companies that there is a better way to do
business. It shows that you can treat workers with respect
and still make a profit. When we buy Fairtrade products
we show that we really care for others – no matter how
far away they live!

• The Fairtrade Foundation was established in
1992 by CAFOD, Christian Aid, New Consumer,
Oxfam, Traidcraft and the World Development
Movement.

• There are over 2,000 Fairtrade certified products
in the UK and the number is still growing!

• In May 2005 a MORI poll found that one in two
adults in the UK recognised the Fairtrade Mark.

• The British eat more confectionery per head
than any other country! So next time you
reach for chocolate make sure it’s fairly traded.

Ovidia’s story

Ovidia Rosario lives in the Dominican Republic and is
one busy lady! With four children and five
grandchildren, she still finds time to fundraise for a
women’s group, campaign for the local school and
help her neighbours. Phew – it’s no surprise then to
hear that this seventy year old’s number one passion
is her community!

‘Working together makes you
more powerful’ she explains.

Every day Ovidia gets up at 5am and makes breakfast
for her husband, Ovispo, and her five grandchildren.
They have breakfast together at 7am and then
Ovispo goes to work in the cocoa farm, half an
hour’s walk away.

Ovidia joins her husband at the farm for lunch and
brings a picnic of beans, meat and rice to share.
Afterwards they work together weeding, pruning and
sowing new trees. They harvest about twice a month.

Ovidia and Ovispo sell all their cocoa to their farmers’
association, which is part of a farmers’ co-operative.
But less than half of their crop reaches the Fairtrade
market because there just aren’t enough people
buying Fairtrade cocoa.

The cocoa
that gets sold
to the Fairtrade
market provides them
with a guaranteed minimum price. The remaining cocoa,
sold to the normal market, gives them a very low price
(less than the cost of production). They earn enough each
month to cover their costs and get by, but there is no
money left over. Selling their cocoa to the Fairtrade
market has helped Ovidia and Ovispo survive when prices
have been very low. It has also enabled the co-operative
to set up a nursery, which supplies low-cost plants to the
farmers so they can grow most of their own food.

Jameson’s story

Jameson lives in Malawi and is a man of many talents.
He lives with his wife Dorothy and their children in the
house he built himself. He even made the bricks from
clay soil!

He is also a skilled farmer and a qualified pastor
who travels around the region to give services at
the weekends.

Jameson is conscious that although he works very
hard he has little to show for it. His family are very
poor and like many others in Malawi, they often go
without meals.

Jameson and Dorothy have high hopes that their
Fairtrade sugar will help them realise some of their
dreams to make things better for their family.

‘Cane needs good care. That’s why I wake up early
and work hard. I want many things for my life but
most of all I want to make a good future for my
family,’ he says.

Jethanda’s story
The organic cotton crop from his farm in Gujarat, India is
very important to Jethanda. The money he earns helps
him to support his family and invest in the farm. Jethanda
is married and has three children. His oldest son has just
finished school at seventeen and started to work on the
farm. His two other children are at primary school.

Jethanda uses half his farm for growing cotton and the
other half for growing ginger, tomatoes, ochre, peppers
and other vegetables. He also has two buffalo and two
bullocks and uses the manure they produce as fertiliser.

This year Jethanda was able to build a new house for
his family with a proper roof and a concrete floor. They
no longer have to worry about the roof leaking when it
rains. He was able to build his house because of
Fairtrade. And with the Fairtrade premium he plans to
set up a rainwater-saving programme.

Ana’s story
Ana, a banana grower from Ecuador, is married to José.
She usually gets up at 6am, but on harvest days she gets
up at 4am. Ana starts the day by preparing traditional
Ecuadorian food: herb tea, yucca, green bananas and
boiled maize.

Ana and José found out about Fairtrade through a
friend and joined the El Guabo banana co-operative.
El Guabo, a group of about 100 small farmers, is the
only supplier of Fairtrade bananas from Ecuador. José’s
passion is healthy farming. He’d like Fairtrade shoppers
to realise how few chemicals are used on his crops.
‘After all, we eat the bananas ourselves,’ he says.

What would Ana do if the Fairtrade market grew? Easy,
she’d put the money towards her children’s education!

The Fairtrade Mark is now available on products

made with Fairtrade-certified cotton. These products,

which include clothing and cotton wool, are

made from cotton grown by small-scale farmers

in India, Peru, Mali and Senegal. These farmers

can be at the sharp end of

exploitation and injustice in

international trade. Fairtrade

certification brings them the

guarantee of a minimum price

plus a further premium to be

used for community
development projects.
Source: www.fairtrade.org.uk/

products_cotton.htm
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